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COMMENT

So many Jejane members have provideddback tothe last issueof JejaneKhalumag thank you all so muclg your
comments and communicatiaare really appreciated. | now look forward to reporasd, perhaps, photographs of your
nextvisit. | know that | speak for margf uswhen | tell you thatve are allinterested inyour sightings anéxperiences on
Jejaneor in experiences and photographs involving our environment elsewhsmeplease, let me hear from you.

Protection of the rhino population remains a key focus in the area as more and more effort is spent on safeguarding their
well-beingand ultimate survival. We on Jejane have seen major steps undertaken in enhancsegtiny of our Southern

and Western perimeter fenceat not insubstantial expensand you will no doubt also have seen ourfathale Black
Mamba antipoaching squad on their patrols along tfiencelines and around the farm. (The map below shows the
sigrificant arealLJ G N2 f f SR o6& GKS .t 01 al Yol Q& nddgh®&ig MBKRBembessY. | i A
They are supported by armed amtdbaching units that are a Iittle less obtrusjand of course in the event of an incident
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raisingrole and we ae
certainly grateful to -493 J
Craig Spencer and his - » . e
organization for their role in sourcing assistante fund the Black MambasThe various fund raisingieb sitesare
reiterated further on inthis issue oKhalumag please make your friends and associates avdrtheseorganisations; we

would certainly welcoméheir supportin helping to safeguard the rhind?ersonally | feel that much fund raisjrastensibly

in the name of rhino conservatioris misdirectedd ' YR a2 YSGAYSa YAal LILRNRAYNRE TNSIRG M2yy
and does not reach those arewhere it is arguably perhapsneeded the most; the private landownerwho hasdone so

much for the establishment and growth of the national rhino populatiwenormous expense
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Still on the subject forhino conservationis the current dialogue surrounding tlikebate on thelegalizationof tradein rhino

horn. A debate that is emotiowharged as evidenced by the dialogue taking place in social media and in
conservation/environmental/securifgconomic forums internationally. A searchn Google reveals 17,300 results in .43
secondsq yes that is an indication of the increasing enormity and the emotional scale of the topmically both the
proponents and the opponents of legalizing trade in rhinorhbave the same long term objectiveghat of safeguarding

the future of rhino.Both sides have compelling arguments supporting their proposed methoddligyhe one handhere

is a majorlegalisationlobby driven by the enormous value of rhino horn $#tdeld by individual landowners such as, for
example XJohn Hume, a private rhino breeder in thalelane areaowner of a 1,157 rhino herd and a fetonne stockpile

of horns worth some US$240 milliodume alleges that he spen&3million a month on secity aloneto protect his rhino
which he could not sustain without income from the sale of rhino horn.

On the other handhere area wide range of experts that oppose tradach as, for exampldrofessorAlejandro Nadal

from the University of Mexico whargues the folly of rhino horn trade without research into, or understanding of, the
existingillegal market. In his view that without this knowledge claims of the beneficial effects of opening the trade were
little more than fairy talesIn his viewtno one even had an approximation of an idea of how this illegal market opérates
and that dwe were all behind a veil of ignorance resulting in a
possible outcome that will lock us into a path to a runaway
expanding market g just the opposite outcome sougltty the pro
trade body

As you are awarehe various regions of the BaluMature Reserve
(of which we are a membetave been tasked with polling their
members to determine their views and wishes on the subjébis
information will in turn be communicatedhrough the Association
of Private Nature Reservas the KNPand through themto the
relevant Government bodiewhere, just perhaps the views of the
private owners will be taken into consideration together with the
expert views of specialists iconservation and economids the
dialogue atCITER016 where the matter will be considered.

Personallyl am opposed to trade in rhino horand lagreewholeheartedlywith the sentiments ofPhilip Muruthi of the
African Wildlife Foundation¢ it h i s thé tme;rdo not trade in a species that we are saying is being poached at
unsustainabl e | evel s. Widife is & nhdeat ndt brdy rhino specips wha sfdieng edephant,
pangolin, vultures, chameleons, cycads and so the liss goe Should we also be talking about trade in these species?
R2y Qi tivKak d6 you thipk®

Late news:23 September 2015¢ KS g2 NI RQ& I NASad 6KAGS NKAYy2 O0NBSRSNI W2Ky | dzvy 8
inthe HighCourh y t NBG2NAI (2 &aSiéd FaiARS (KS 32 hEoNIWSretora news . Kd/ndwas24R dzY 2
comsasbhanon-trade-of-rhino-horn-under-attackin-court/

! Stephanie Findlay i www.macleans.ca i September 8 2015
2 Melanie Goslingi SA 6st i || in the darkd over rhino horn trade. Cape Times May


http://www.macleans.ca/
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JEJANE SIGHTINGS ANIBWVS

Grant TeasdaléSite 9 - During July my seim-law andl had a very pleasant trip to Jejar®@ame viewing was excellefithe
photos of the elephants were taken at the hide{aii S @& M\& had been sitting in the hide for quite some tiraed
were just about to leave when the elephants arrived to slake ttigist. We were very quiet and one elephant camght

up to thehide.¢ I £ { 0 2 dzii W gWeicOuikd Dy take alipBoko Svih@he iPad as we did not want to stand up or
move and disturb hinas he watched us (see photograph alongsidt) actually semed to inspect the game viewer with
his trunk but did not disturb anything. What an experience.

Thenext evening weavere sitting in the boma at the house when thg
breeding herd of buffaloes moved along the pipeline betweha

houses sounding like a hemf cattle Then the lions roared from
close by and spooked the buffs and they took off at full spgec
buffalo stampede!The whole night thereafter we heard the lion
roaringand calling quite close to theouse.The next morning we got|§
up early to see ifve could find them as we heard them callingrin
iKS RANBOGA 2.yWheh e Weiit D@sRians found ligh

marksand signs on thground it looked like they mugtave rested in
front of the garage. They must have also drank out of our litt|es
birdbath which was surrounded by spodr.S RNB @S R2gy (2 { (Swesqio maleyand tfirée G K S N
females We moved on to Snare dam where we found the large buffalo breedingdvérking and wallowing in the mud.

b2dG | ol R Y2 NyS ININB ABXKNIAdAAEG S dut BoStbe efisvdziidpardrandiakgBod ¢ . A 3
selection of plains game.

We came across a warthog which was unusual as his whole right hand sidefat¢heas caked in dry mud completely
obliterating the eye and it was clear that he could not see out of the eye. We came to the conclusion that he had an injury
to that side of the face and perhaps the mud layer was part of the healing process to ptatdnfury? Could it be possible

that a predator had tried to extract him from his burrow possibly causing the woUidRlylikely Grant as warthogeverse

into their burrow facing outward with the tusksrminga lethalbarrierto attack from thatquarter and unless he tried to bolt it would be
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very difficult for a predator to extract him in that position. The mud would have protected the wound from flies and poobadlly find
that he deliberately submerged the injured part of the face into the noudhiat purpose- Jim} What fantastic experiences for my
sorvin-law.

Carl and Mandy ReitgSite 18 We were at Jejane from the 6 to the 23 August. This has been the driest we have seen the

reserve for many years and if anything it accentuated the elephant damage. Elephants are very good atbtushusid

into Yrassvel@ In spite of the damage, thereere very few elephant on the farm, the most being a group of about 10

bulls. The predators were very active in the first couple of days what with a buffalo calf being taken on hyena drive, then a
— Kudu on the Boston fence. We encountered vultures comingvrdan

Leguaan drive andn arriving at the site found birds on the ground and jackal

feeding off a warthog ,

by a leopard.

There was a young malé
lion that walked the &+
Boston fence for af

: couple of days and the
feeling was that he hatleen kicked out of the pride and was lookin
to find new territory. He had lost some condition and must have fou
it difficult to catch his own food. We found a dropping in the roa
which consisted mainly of porcupine quills, so presumably he
snackedn one!

We found thisSmalispotted genet Genetta genetti sunningtself
on a cool day. We had a coupl
visiting us on a couple of the
evenings, as well as the token cive
[Which seems to regularly patrol the
houses along the N1g Jin]. The

buffalo were scarce and seem tc
have broken into smaller groups of A\
- 70 to 100, one herd as small as 20\

We heard a leopard grunting very
close to the house one evening bu

unfortunately never caught sight of him.

The game was generally quite scarce btill in good condition. We di
see a surprising amount of kudu though. One hopes for early rains. |
latter half of our visit we never saw or heard any predat@kshighlight
was seeing 5 wild dogsn the cutline to Crocodilelam. They were =
running &ross the road late one afternoon. Presumably we only saw
tail end of the pack.

We enjoyed the new roads laid out by Glen and his te#mmost *
enjoyable time as always with animals and friends, is it ever anything but
in Gods paradise!
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Jim & Iris Thomson(site 17) had an unusual close encounter with a difference. Our house on the reserve is a timber
structure set 2 meters off the ground with a covered deck running the length of the building. It was a very hot afternoon
Iris was lying on the coudleading with the sliding doors open. | was ensconced in a chair further down the deck reading a
book and as so often happens on a hot sultry afternoon we both fell asleep. Iris felt something fiddling with her toes and
opened her eyes to be confronted witthe sight of two banded mongooséslungos mungd at her feet. The one was
having an exploratory nibbleof those strange

morsels when there was this rude yell from the
20KSNJ SyRe L 6218 (2 LNRa&Q
the two desperate animals scooting down the deck.
The one found the stairs and beathappy retreat

in that direction. The other scooted between m
legs to the end of the deck one quick glancand

an even quicker decision and he/she leapt off th
deck into space and freedom safely I might add
There is always a first time on Jejame rude
awakening initially but what a lovely experienc
The mongose was only nibbling the toes and n
biting them¢ probably had a foot fetish!!

+3

We have had some good raptor sightings this \jsitgood selection of vultures congregating at the site of a buffalo cow
carcass in the riverine adjoining giraffe trougMe originally assumed that she was taken by the lion pride but subsequently
found not to be the case. She was apparently very thin and in very poor condition and probably died from natural causes
before being preyed upon by the hyena and jackal and sbene finally cleaned up by a good number of vultures,
predominantly Whitebacked Gyps africanys Cape Vulture GQyps coprthergsand a couple of Hooded vultures
(Necrosyrtes monachuslo evidence in the trees of either Whiteeaded vultures Aegypius odpitalis) or Lappetfaced
vultures @egypius tracheliotyslt was good to see the presence of a relatively large number of vultures given the deep
concerns at the steadily declining vulture population in the area according to Brian Jones of Moholohdiihitedioz
centre ¢ attributable largely to poisoning for the Muti trade and by poachise article on Page 13)e had the pair of
resident African hawdeagles Aquila spilogastgrat the house where one of the pair actually landed on the deck while its
mate perched in a knob thorn tree alongside, presumably after squirrel. The Wahlberg eagléa (vhalbergi are back
from their winter sojourn in West Africa. It will be interesting

to see what effect, if any, elephant tree damage has on their
breeding activity on Jejane. Trees that previously housed
Wahlberg nests for several seasons have been knocked down.
We also had a Chanting goshaiie(ierax metabatey having

a good soaking in the bird bath and then flying up to preen
and dry in the marula tree gdining the deck; a good close

up view but not enough time to grab the camera for that one

in a million shot! This seriouoking little fellow (pictured on

the left), an African Barred OwleB(aucidium capen3eseems

to have set up residence on sit§ and can be regularly found

in the large knob thorn adjoining the house.

ARE YOU A BIRDES24 species of birds have
been recorded on JEJANE and the MS
properties. For a copy of the latest JEJANE
list please send an email t¢
jthomsonl@globato.za.
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Y E SNIPPETBROMOUR FACEBOG¥KAGES

Marteen Michau(Site 16 - dWe found this beautiful male all by himself on Friday afternoon on the riverbank
near the weir. Not part of a pride as far as we could see and no females oaoybere to be found near

himé¢ alsod { 2YS YSYOSNER 2F GKS LINA RS eadlid origay Rt AE® YBEK 2F KIKS
2y GKS F2{t26Ay3 Y2NYAy3E




