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COMMENT 

So many Jejane members have provided feedback to the last issue of Jejane Khaluma ς thank you all so much ς your 

comments and communications are really appreciated. I now look forward to reports and, perhaps, photographs of your 

next visit. I know that I speak for many of us when I tell you that we are all interested in your sightings and experiences on 

Jejane or in experiences and photographs involving our environment elsewhere ς so please, let me hear from you. 

Protection of the rhino population remains a key focus in the area as more and more effort is spent on safeguarding their 

well-being and ultimate survival. We on Jejane have seen major steps undertaken in enhancing the security of our Southern 

and Western perimeter fences at not insubstantial expense and you will no doubt also have seen our all-female Black 

Mamba anti-poaching squad on their patrols along the fence-lines and around the farm. (The map below shows the 

significant area ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ aŀƳōŀΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ WŜƧŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ neighbouring MSNR members). 

They are supported by armed anti-poaching units that are a little less obtrusive, and of course in the event of an incident 

support from the 

Wardens and other 

APU units in the BNR, 

including helicopter 

and fixed wing support. 

All of this costs a lot of 

money much of which 

is funded through 

donors and some 

subsidy from SANParks. 

Transfrontier Africa 

plays a significant fund 

raising role and we are 

certainly grateful to 

Craig Spencer and his 

organization for their role in sourcing assistance to fund the Black Mambas. The various fund raising web sites are 

reiterated further on in this issue of Khaluma ς please make your friends and associates aware of these organisations ς we 

would certainly welcome their support in helping to safeguard the rhino.  Personally I feel that much fund raising, ostensibly 

in the name of rhino conservation,  is misdirected ό ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǎŜ ƻŦ άŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎέύ 

and does not reach those areas where it is, arguably, perhaps needed the most ς the private landowner  who has done so 

much for the establishment and growth of the national rhino population at enormous expense. 
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Still on the subject of rhino conservation is the current dialogue surrounding the debate on the legalization of trade in rhino 

horn. A debate that is emotion-charged as evidenced by the dialogue taking place in social media and in 

conservation/environmental/security/economic forums internationally. A search on Google reveals 17,300 results in .43 

seconds ς yes that is an indication of the increasing enormity and the emotional scale of the topic. Ironically both the 

proponents and the opponents of legalizing trade in rhino horn have the same long term objectives ς that of safeguarding 

the future of rhino. Both sides have compelling arguments supporting their proposed methodology. On the one hand there 

is a major legalisation lobby driven by the enormous value of rhino horn stock held by individual landowners such as, for 

example, 1John Hume, a private rhino breeder in the Malelane area, owner of a 1,157 rhino herd and a four-tonne stockpile 

of horns worth some US$240 million. Hume alleges that he spends R3million a month on security alone to protect his rhino 

which he could not sustain without income from the sale of rhino horn. 

On the other hand there are a wide range of experts that oppose trade such as, for example, Professor 2Alejandro Nadal 

from the University of Mexico who argues the folly of rhino horn trade without research into, or understanding of, the 

existing illegal market. In his view that without this knowledge claims of the beneficial effects of opening the trade were 

little more than fairy tales. In his view άno one even had an approximation of an idea of how this illegal market operatesέ 

and that άwe were all behind a veil of ignorance resulting in a 

possible outcome that will lock us into a path to a runaway 

expanding marketέ ς just the opposite outcome sought by the pro 

trade body. 

As you are aware the various regions of the Balule Nature Reserve 

(of which we are a member) have been tasked with polling their 

members to determine their views and wishes on the subject. This 

information will in turn be communicated through the Association 

of Private Nature Reserves to the KNP and through them to the 

relevant Government bodies where, just perhaps, the views of the 

private owners will be taken into consideration together with the 

expert views of specialists in conservation and economics in the 

dialogue at CITES 2016 where the matter will be considered. 

Personally I am opposed to trade in rhino horn and I agree wholeheartedly with the sentiments of Philip Muruthi of the 

African Wildlife Foundation ς ñthis is not the time; do not trade in a species that we are saying is being poached at 

unsustainable levels. It sends the wrong message.ò Wildlife is at threat not only rhino species ς what of lion, elephant, 

pangolin, vultures, chameleons, cycads and so the list goes on. Should we also be talking about trade in these species?  I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΦ What do you think? 

       

Late news: 23 September 2015: ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊƘƛƴƻ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ WƻƘƴ IǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǊƘƛƴƻ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ WƻƘŀƴ YǊǸƎŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 

in the High Court ƛƴ tǊŜǘƻǊƛŀ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŀǘƻǊƛǳƳ ƻƴ ǊƘƛƴƻ ƘƻǊƴ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΦ http://www.pretoria -news.co.za/news24-

com-sas-ban-on-trade-of-rhino-horn-under-attack-in-court/ 

                                                                 

1 Stephanie Findlay ï www.macleans.ca ï September 8 2015 
2 Melanie Gosling ï SA óstill in the darkô over rhino horn trade. Cape Times May 21 2015 

http://www.macleans.ca/
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JEJANE SIGHTINGS AND NEWS 

Grant Teasdale (Site 2) - During July my son-in-law and I had a very pleasant trip to Jejane. Game viewing was excellent. The 

photos of the elephants were taken at the hide at {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ Pan. We had been sitting in the hide for quite some time and 

were just about to leave when the elephants arrived to slake their thirst. We were very quiet and one elephant came right 

up to the hide. ¢ŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǿŀǘŎƘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΩΗ We could only take a photo with the iPad as we did not want to stand up or 

move and disturb him as he watched us (see photograph alongside). He actually seemed to inspect the game viewer with 

his trunk but did not disturb anything. What an experience. 

The next evening we were sitting in the boma at the house when the 

breeding herd of buffaloes moved along the pipeline between the 

houses sounding like a herd of cattle. Then the lions roared from 

close by and spooked the buffs and they took off at full speed ς 

buffalo stampede! The whole night thereafter we heard the lions 

roaring and calling quite close to the house. The next morning we got 

up early to see if we could find them as we heard them calling from 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ tŀƴ. When we went outside we found lion 

spoor outside the entrance to the garage. Judging from the scuff 

marks and signs on the ground it looked like they must have rested in 

front of the garage.  They must have also drank out of our little 

birdbath which was surrounded by spoor. ²Ŝ ŘǊƻǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ tŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ were. Two males and three 

females. We moved on to Snare dam where we found the large buffalo breeding herd drinking and wallowing in the mud. 

bƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ς ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ рέ but not the elusive leopard and a good 

selection of plains game. 

We came across a warthog which was unusual as his whole right hand side of the face was caked in dry mud completely 

obliterating the eye and it was clear that he could not see out of the eye. We came to the conclusion that he had an injury 

to that side of the face and perhaps the mud layer was part of the healing process to protect the injury? Could it be possible 

that a predator had tried to extract him from his burrow possibly causing the wound? [Highly likely Grant as warthog reverse 

into their burrow facing outward with the tusks forming a lethal barrier to attack from that quarter and unless he tried to bolt it would be 
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very difficult for a predator to extract him in that position. The mud would have protected the wound from flies and you will probably find 

that he deliberately submerged the injured part of the face into the mud for that purpose - Jim]. What fantastic experiences for my 

son-in-law.     

Carl and Mandy Reitz (Site 18) - We were at Jejane from the 6 to the 23 August. This has been the driest we have seen the 
reserve for many years and if anything it accentuated the elephant damage. Elephants are very good at turning bushveld 
into ΨgrassveldΩ! In spite of the damage, there were very few elephant on the farm, the most being a group of about 10 
bulls. The predators were very active in the first couple of days what with a buffalo calf being taken on hyena drive, then a 

Kudu on the Boston fence. We encountered vultures coming down on 
Leguaan drive and on arriving at the site found birds on the ground and jackal 
feeding off a warthog. 
We assume it was killed 
by a leopard. 

There was a young male 
lion that walked the 
Boston fence for a 
couple of days and the 

feeling was that he had been kicked out of the pride and was looking 
to find new territory. He had lost some condition and must have found 
it difficult to catch his own food. We found a dropping in the road 
which consisted mainly of porcupine quills, so presumably he had 
snacked on one! 

We found this Small-spotted genet (Genetta genetta) sunning itself 
on a cool day. We had a couple 
visiting us on a couple of the 
evenings, as well as the token civet! 
[Which seems to regularly patrol the 
houses along the N1! ς Jim]. The 
buffalo were scarce and seem to 
have broken into smaller groups of + 
- 70 to 100, one herd as small as 20. 
We heard a leopard grunting very 
close to the house one evening but 

unfortunately never caught sight of him. 

The game was generally quite scarce but still in good condition. We did 
see a surprising amount of kudu though. One hopes for early rains. In the 
latter half of our visit we never saw or heard any predators. A highlight 
was seeing 5 wild dogs on the cutline to Crocodile dam. They were 
running across the road late one afternoon. Presumably we only saw the 
tail end of the pack. 

We enjoyed the new roads laid out by Glen and his team! A most 
enjoyable time as always with animals and friends, is it ever anything but 
in Gods paradise! 
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Jim & Iris Thomson (site 17) had an unusual close encounter with a difference. Our house on the reserve is a timber 
structure set 2 meters off the ground with a covered deck running the length of the building. It was a very hot afternoon ς 
Iris was lying on the couch reading with the sliding doors open. I was ensconced in a chair further down the deck reading a 
book and as so often happens on a hot sultry afternoon we both fell asleep. Iris felt something fiddling with her toes and 
opened her eyes to be confronted with the sight of two banded mongooses (Mungos mungo) at her feet. The one was 
having an exploratory nibble of those strange 
morsels when there was this rude yell from the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ L ǿƻƪŜ ǘƻ LǊƛǎΩ ȅŜƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 
the two desperate animals scooting down the deck. 
The one found the stairs and beat a happy retreat 
in that direction. The other scooted between my 
legs to the end of the deck ς one quick glance and 
an even quicker decision and he/she leapt off the 
deck into space and freedom ς safely I might add!  
There is always a first time on Jejane ς rude 
awakening initially but what a lovely experience. 
The mongoose was only nibbling the toes and not 
biting them ς probably had a foot fetish!! 
 
We have had some good raptor sightings this visit ς a good selection of vultures congregating at the site of a buffalo cow 
carcass in the riverine adjoining giraffe trough. We originally assumed that she was taken by the lion pride but subsequently 
found not to be the case. She was apparently very thin and  in very poor condition and probably died from natural causes 
before being preyed upon by the hyena and jackal and the scene finally cleaned up by a good number of vultures, 
predominantly White-backed (Gyps africanus); Cape Vulture (Gyps coprtheres) and a couple of Hooded vultures 
(Necrosyrtes monachus).No evidence in the trees of either White-headed vultures (Aegypius occipitalis) or Lappet-faced 
vultures (Aegypius tracheliotus) It was good to see the presence of a relatively large number of vultures given the deep 
concerns at the steadily declining vulture population in the area according to Brian Jones of Moholoholo rehabilitation 
centre ς attributable largely to poisoning for the Muti trade and by poachers (See article on Page 13). We had the pair of 
resident African hawk-eagles (Aquila spilogaster) at the house where one of the pair actually landed on the deck while its 
mate perched in a knob thorn tree alongside, presumably after squirrel. The Wahlberg eagles (Aquila whalbergi) are back 

from their winter sojourn in West Africa. It will be interesting 
to see what effect, if any, elephant tree damage has on their 
breeding activity on Jejane. Trees that previously housed 
Wahlberg nests for several seasons have been knocked down. 
We also had a Chanting goshawk(Melierax metabates) having 
a good soaking in the bird bath and then flying up to preen 
and dry in the marula tree adjoining the deck ς a good close-
up view but not enough time to grab the camera for that one 
in a million shot! This serious -looking little fellow (pictured on 
the left), an African Barred Owlet (Glaucidium capense), seems 
to have set up residence on site 17 and can be regularly found 
in the large knob thorn adjoining the house.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ARE YOU A BIRDER? 324 species of birds have 

been recorded on JEJANE and the MSNR 

properties. For a copy of the latest JEJANE bird 

list please send an email to 

jthomson1@global.co.za.  
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�Y���E����SNIPPETS FROM OUR FACEBOOK PAGES 

 Marteen Michau (Site 16) - άWe found this beautiful male all by himself on Friday afternoon on the riverbank 
near the weir. Not part of a pride as far as we could see and no females or cubs anywhere to be found near 
himέ, also ά{ƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ мм ƭƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ earlier onέ, aƴŘ άǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴƎŜǊǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎέ  
 

 


